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"Delicious” Volunteering!
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ChITH}. TUYoTT! CARE has been
a great organization to volunteer with in
both the U.S. and in Japan. CARE has
an admirable aim and staff made me
feel welcome. . . they even allow my
strange sense of humor! At a festival
when someone is looking at promotional
material but seems to lose interest, |
might vell “QOishiidesuyo!” to get their
attention. Luckily, rather than thinking
"BOHAGBEL2EBLPLIEWV?,
Japanese staff laugh too . . . and some
customers buy CARE products!

| first heard of CARE when the Asian
Tsunami hit. Because | had lived almost
two years in Southern Asia as a
volunteer/backpacker, | felt close 1o the
people of the region but thought,
“What can | do?"  After researching
variousNGOs, | found CARE gives a very
high percentage of collected maoney to
programs in the field. | helped at three
CARE events, collecting funds at
Seattle Supersonics games. The fans
appreciated us and | collected the most
of my group! | felt | wasn't asking for a
favor but was giving a chance to spend
money on things more important than
beer or hot dogs (food or a blanket for a
child).

In Japan, CARE volunteering has been
just as fun, but | do notice differences.
For example, strangers in Japan are
nicer to me than in my own country but
when discussing charity, it can change.
Japanese who are typically so receptive
have sometimes been quite cold and
uninterested in hearing about volunteer
opportunities. | am so used to seeing
Japanese be nice that | was initially
quite disappointed. Then, | thought,
why not have fun?!

At events, | sometimes say Japanese
which | know is wrong like, “Please try
our tako yaki!” when holding handicrafts.
Or, | will use Tohoku dialect and vell
"BIFATHT" when | usually say “L\5>

it CARE World vol.5

LeWEE ", | am not sure if this is the
right approach, but it gets people to
smile. . . and promotes awareness
towards CARE and its activities. The
Thai Festival, Azabu Fest, and Global
Festa were great fun and | admire what
CARE staff do. Thank you and . . .
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